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forthwith.   But no one paid any attention to this order,
and things went on just as before.

On Thursday, the 1st, the newly appointed judges of the
previous month went to congratulate the Sultan on the new
month, and then returned to their homes. The Sultan then
informed the troops that pay would be issued on Saturday, the
3rd. He had agreed to pay fifty dinars to each Memlook,
and also five months arrears of meat rations and forage
allowance, which gave them satisfaction. The Sultan also
appointed about ten members of the Court to be Amirs of
Tens, amongst them one named Khair Bey al-Bajmakdar,
one of the best Memlooks of Ashraf Kait Bai. He also, it
was said, distributed one thousand dinars amongst the
dervishes in the monasteries and shrines at Karafah and
elsewhere. He further gave five ardebbs of wheat to each
monastery, desiring them to pray for victory to the Sultan
and destruction to the enemy. He also caused to be read a
number of khatmahs from the Kor'an at the shrines, including
those of the Imam al-Shafil, the Imam al-Laith, and others.

The Sultan also urged the descendants of the Sultans, the
Amirs, and executive officials to make early payment of the
sums assigned them towards the pay of the troops. It was
said that he took a considerable sum of money from the
Sultan al-Ghuri's son, and that al-Ghuri had, before he left
for Syria, assigned to his son the amount of one hundred
thousand dinars; such at least was the report.

On Saturday, the 3rd, the troops went up to the citadel
to receive their pay, in compliance with the Sultan's orders.
[86] On that same day came the bad news that the army
that had gone to Gaza had suffered defeat on Sunday, the 24th,
of Dhu'l Kaedah. Strangely enough, al-Ghuri's previous
defeat took place on Sunday, the 25th of Rejeb, there being
only a difference of one day in the two dates, a remarkable
coincidence.

Briefly the account was as follows: Jan Birdi al-Ghazali
started for the expedition a few days in advance of the troops,